Donation of Organic Rice to Tsunami Victims of Nagapattinam, Tamil Nadu

On the 12 April, 2005 CIS transported 7 tonnes of
high-quality organic rice to Nagapattinam, Tamil
Nadu. From production to packaging, the rice was
entirely free from all synthetic chemicals.

The point of this donation was two-fold. First, the
organic rice serves to demonstrate that food for relief
should and can be of high standard of safety.
Second, the large quantity indicates that contrary to
popular belief, the supply of organically-grown rice

is not scanty.

The rice comprised of four different indigenous

varieties, grown for centuries by indigenous farmers took the truck 5 days to arrive in Nagapattinam. On the
of West Bengal. The varieties selected for the 17" April, the donated rice was distributed to 146 Dalit

donation werdakul phool Dahar nagra Kelas families in two villages of Konayampattinam and
GobindabhogandLilabati, procured from the Mathampattinam. The task of distribution was kindly
districts of Bankura, Puruliya and South 24 undertaken by SNEHA, a reputed NGO that works for the

Parganas. The last two were aromatic varieties.  economic and social uplift of the rural poor. Panchayat

_representatives oversaw the distribution.
CIS bore all the costs of procurement of the organic

rice, cleaning, milling, and packaging the rice.
Special care was taken to prevent the use of
polishing agents and other additives while milling
the rice. Before packaging, rice samples were tested
by SGS for presence of toxic contaminants,
including heavy metals and organo-chlorine and
organo-phosphate residues. Only after obtaining the
SGS clearance, the rice were packed ready for
transportation. The cost of chemical testing was
borne by Commercio Alternativo of Italy.

Dr. Paoloroberto Imperiali of Rome, and Roberto

Cerrina and Cecilia Guadani of Bologna, Italy bore The quantity of the donation was of course insignificant,

the cost of truck transportation from Barrackpore oy view of the scale of the need of a sustained supply of

Nagapattinam. All rice bags as well as a festoon onsafe food for the victims of the century’s greatest natural

the truck carrying the cargo displayed the donors’ cajamity. However, with its bit of sincere contribution,

names. CIS has demonstrated how “relief food” can combine
humanitarian concern with that for health safety of the
disaster victims.



